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Census errors affect Syracuse's numbers; population is more stable than it appeared at first

Glenn Coin / The Post-Standard 

April 6, 2011, 7:40 AM

Syracuse, NY -- Syracuse’s stable population in the 2000s was even more stable than it appeared in the U.S. Census Bureau’s recent official count.

The bureau said the city’s population had shrunk by 1.5 percent from 2000 to 2010. But that was due to a pair of Census Bureau mistakes, one in 2000 and another this year. The city actually lost less than 1 percent.

“For all intents and purposes, that says we have stabilized almost literally in population,” said Paul Driscoll, Syracuse’s commissioner of Neighborhood and Business Development. “We were happy about the 1.5 percent, but we’re even happier now.”

Here’s what happened: In 2000, the Census Bureau accidentally included some Le Moyne College dorms in the population of Syracuse. Those dorms are in DeWitt. The bureau realized its mistake and corrected it in 2001.

That correction, however, never made its way into the Census Bureau’s original database. When the Census Bureau last month compared the 2010 population to 2000, it used the original, incorrect 2000 count.

That made Syracuse appear to have lost more people than it really did in the 2000s. The Census Bureau said Syracuse lost 2,136 residents during that decade. Factor in the corrected 2000 number, however, and the city lost only 1,265 people — or about nine-tenths of 1 percent.

For the same reason, DeWitt didn’t grow as much in the 2000s as it appeared last month. The town actually gained 896 residents, not 1,767, during that decade. DeWitt grew by 3.6 percent in the 2000s — only half as much as the 7.3 percent reported by the Census Bureau.

For city and county planners, the anomaly wasn’t hard to spot: Census tract 46, which encompasses the Meadowbrook neighborhood at the eastern edge of the city, appeared to have lost 1,222 people over the decade.

“I walk and run and ride my bike in this district, and there aren’t that many vacant properties,” said Common Councilor Nader Maroun last week.

At the city/town line in tract 46, three Le Moyne dorms lie in the city and seven are in DeWitt.

Mistakes happen, bureau spokesman Robert Bernstein said, but not often. In the 2000 Census, 1,180 corrections were made nationwide, he said.
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